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Connecticut Main Street Center Announces Winners of
2005 Awards for Excellence in Downtown Revitalization

(Hartford, CT) — Connecticut Main Street Center (CMSC) announced the winners of its
2005 Awards for Excellence in Downtown Revitalization. “We have developed this
award program to stimulate, encourage and support our Designated Connecticut Main
Street communities”, says CMSC Executive Director, John Simone. This program,
which includes awards in the areas of public-private partnerships, building rehabilitation,
special events, preservation, design and business incentives and volunteer service, was
created to recognize the exceptional accomplishments of designated Main Street
programs and their partners, as they work together to achieve profound positive
transformation of their downtowns and neighborhood commercial districts.

Jurors for the CMSC Awards Program included Kathy LaPlante, Director of New
Hampshire Main Street; Frederick C. Biebescheimer, FAIA, Architect; and Robert
Gregson, Creative Director of the Connecticut Office of Tourism. Gregson has called
the CMSC Awards program “thoughtfully developed”. Fellow juror Fred Biebescheimer
pointed out that “the skills to do a good nomination are the same skills you need in your
community to tell your own story” and the work that has been done on this year’s
submissions provides Main Street Communities with excellent marketing and public
relations material. Recipients of the 2005 awards include New London Main Street,
Simsbury Main Street Partnership, Upper Albany Main Street, Main Street Waterbury,
Friends of Main Street-Winsted, The University of Hartford, and The Hartford Courant.
Awards will be presented at the CMSC Annual Meeting and Awards Presentation on
Monday, June 6, 2005 at 5:30 p.m. at The Palace Theater and Waterbury Arts Magnet
School in Downtown Waterbury.
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Connecticut Main Street Center is the state’s leading resource for cities and towns
seeking to comprehensively revitalize their “main street” districts. CMSC, a non-profit
organization whose major sponsors are the Connecticut Light & Power Company /
Yankee Gas and the State of Connecticut Department of Economic and Community
Development, is a member of the respected National Main Street network and is
committed to bringing Connecticut's commercial districts back to life socially and
economically. Through membership in CMSC’s Downtown Resource Center or
Designation as a Connecticut’s Main Street program, any community can participate in
and benefit from CMSC’s statewide and national networks, access to information,
technical assistance and advocacy. Current Designated Connecticut Main Street
Communities include New London, Niantic, Norwich, Portland, Rockville, Simsbury, the

Upper Albany neighborhood of Hartford, Waterbury, Winsted, and Windsor.

Since the Connecticut Main Street program began in 1995, participating communities
have generated over $400 million in public and private reinvestment in their downtowns.
Over the same time, 287 net new businesses have opened and 1,821 net new jobs
have been created. This represents $75.25 of reinvestment for every $1 spent on a
local Main Street program, making the Main Street initiative one of the most successful

economic development programs in the country.
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Attached: complete list of award recipients
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Connecticut Main Street Center

2005 Awards for Excellence
in Downtown Revitalization

Presented to Designated Connecticut Main Street communities which have
demonstrated excellence in application of the Main Street Four-Point Approach to
Downtown Revitalization™ in 2004.

Awards will be presented on June 6 at the Connecticut Main Street Center Annual
Meetfing and Awards Presentation at The Palace Theater in Downtown Waterbury.
Jennifer Aniskovich, Executive Director of the Connecticut Commission on Culture &
Tourism, will be the Master of Ceremonies.

Awards of Excellence are given for:

Best Private / Public Partnership
Main Street Waterbury
DOWNTOWN CLEAN TEAM

Best Private Sector Partnership
Simsbury Main Street Partnership & the University of Hartford
MARKETING PROJECT

Best Fundraising Project
New London Main Street
NEW LONDON HISTORIC WATERFRONT DISTRICT FOOD STROLL AND DINING GUIDE

Best Volunteer Recruitment Effort
Main Street Waterbury
DOWNTOWN AMBASSADORS

Best Building Rehabilitation
Simsbury Main Street Partnership

FIDDLER'S GREEN

Best Preservation Success Story
Upper Albany Main Street & the University of Hartford
ALBANY AVENUE: NOW & THEN, PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT

Best Design or Business Incentive Program
Friends of Main Street, Winsted
FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
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Merchant Service Award
CHRISTINE SKUTT, CHRISTINE’S FLOWER SHOPPE
Friends of Main Street, Winsted

Best Image Enhancement Campaign
Upper Albany Main Street & The Hariford Courant

"UPTOWN" INSERT & "AVENUE OF OPPORTUNITY” COMMENTARY

Best Special Event
New London Main Street
LIVING HISTORY PLAY: "NEW LONDON THROUGH TIME & PLACE”

Best Retail Event
Simsbury Main Street Partnership
ON-SITE AT THE TALCOTT MOUNTAIN MUSIC FESTIVAL

Connecticut Main Street Executive Director of the Year
BARBARA DEBELLIS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Friends of Main Street, Winsted
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